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Croughton Parish Council 
Annual Parish Assembly 2018 

Minutes of Croughton Annual Parish Assembly  
 Held Monday 23rd APRIL 2018 at 7.30 pm in Croughton Village Hall 

 
 Attendance:  22 people signed the Register. 
 
1.  Introduction and Welcome by the Chairman, Cllr Penny Forbes: 
 

Cllr Forbes welcomed the speakers, Mr Brian Sinclair, Cllr John Townsend, Cllr Rebecca Breese, 
Col. Eric Oliver and Cllr Caryl Billingham MBE.  Cllr Forbes thanked everyone who had accepted 
the invitation to provide updates, and everyone else who had come along.  All were warmly 
welcomed to the Assembly. 

 
2.  Apologies: 
 

Apologies were received from: 
Cllrs Brian Tomlin and Mike Tadman, Croughton Parish Council 
PCSO Graham Suppiah, Northamptonshire Police 

 Mrs Kathleen Bartlett, Croughton Painting and Drawing Class 
 Rev. Simon Dommett, All Saints Church 
 Mr Keith Ramsay, Croughton Cinema Club 

Mr Jamie Bodley-Scott, Webmaster 
Mrs Beccy Naylor, Croughton Wine Appreciation Group 

 
3. To Approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly 2017: 
 (Published on the website. Copies available at the Meeting.  Copy held on file.) 
 

RESOLVED:  It was proposed by Cllr Davies and seconded by Cllr Coles to Approve the Minutes of 
the Annual Parish Assembly 2017. 

 
4. Chairman’s Annual Report 2017/2018:    

(Copies of Receipts and Payments Accounts for YE 31st March 2018 –available at the Meeting.  
Copies of the Chairman’s Annual Report to be inserted in the May 2018 issue of Croughton News.  
Copies held on file.) 
 
Cllr Forbes spoke to her Report. 
 

8. Cllr Rebecca Breese, NCC: 
 (Report published on the website.  Copies available at the Assembly) 
 
 Cllr Breese spoke to her report, highlighting the historic funding issues –‘NCC was the second 
 worst funded council in the country’, the Inspector’s Report ‘it had not recognised the success of 
 the joint working arrangement between SNC and CDC’, and Unitary Reorganisation – ‘more than 1 
 but less than 3 authorities each of a min. population of 300,000’. 
 A meaningful consultation had been promised but the timetable was very tight. 
   
 Views from the floor: 
 Police Authorities: Police boundaries required root and branch reform. Abolish Northants Police. 
 Expand the boundaries of Thames Valley Police. 
 
 The Chairman thanked Cllr Breese for her Report.  Cllr Breese withdrew. 
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5. Update on Planning Developments at RAF Croughton:  Col. Eric Oliver: 
 
 Col. Oliver provided an update on recent activity at the Base.  Two key developments 
 had arisen which have placed the planned construction work on the Base and 900M$ 
 investment on hold.  
  
 i)  The programme to upgrade the Satcom facility on the eastern side of the base 
 has been delayed because of the recent collapse of the Contractor.  Negotiations to 
 decide how to take this programme forward are being held.   
 
 ii) The major programme to establish the Joint Intelligence Analysis Centre (JIAC) at 
 RAF Croughton has been paused following direction from the US Government.  The 
 programme is being further examined to determine the best location for the JIAC given 
 new emerging requirements, but with no indication of likely timescales for this review.   
 
 Plans for a new Main Gate and Hospital were not affected by the review of the planned 

investment and it was likely that the School would be built. 
  
 Personnel:  The number of additional personnel depended on whether the JIAC complex would 

be established at Croughton or elsewhere. 
 
 A43 Entrance: This was not considered safe as a Main Gate due to the volume of traffic and it 

would only be used for construction traffic as required. 
 
 The Chairman thanked Col. Oliver for the update.  
 
 
6. HS2 Update;  Mr Brian Sinclair, Highways Representative, Evenley Parish Council: 
 (Verbal Report.  Information on the route was on display.) 
 
 The project was technically half way through and funding was in place.  The design was 

advanced.  24/7 working practice. 
 2019:  Busier phase as more work get done. 
 Despite the collapse of Carillion the original concept and route remain unchanged so this should 

not affect the project. 
 2026: completion of Phase 1 to Birmingham. 
 Environmental issues:  Information is on the HS2 website. 
 Turweston is a haven for reptiles, bats and badgers 
 SW of Westbury:  Specific areas set aside for species under threat.  30,000m of wet grassland will 

be planted for basking reptiles.  4million trees will be planted along the route. 
 The Track: There should be minimum disruptions associated with the embankment and cuttings.  

Soil will be moved along the track. 
 
 Evenley Parish Council has concerns over the increase in traffic, specifically HGV movements.  

Haulage routes are to be carefully managed with fines imposed if drivers leave the designated 
route. 

 Chipping Warden relief road was about to start. 
 HS2 Community Fund: Allocations will be made to applicants who will be demonstrably affected 

by HS2.  EPC has applied for traffic calming measures. 
 Helmdon has received funds for a children’s play area and Thorpe Mandeville for a village hall. 
 
 The Chairman thanked Mr Sinclair for the update.  
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7.   Cllr John Townsend, SNC: 
 
 (Cllr Townsend spoke to his Report.  Copy held on file.) 
 
 i)  The shape of local government had changed and would continue to do so in the future. SNC 

had altered its working structure.  The Council currently employed 160 staff, previously 450. The 
present three tier structure of local government- Parish, District and County – was no longer 
tenable and it seemed inevitable that a unitary authority would be created for 
Northamptonshire. It would probably follow the model adopted in Oxfordshire. 

 There would be more emphasis and reliance on the parish sector where contested elections were 
rare and it was difficult to recruit members. 

 

 ii)  SNC draft Local Plan:  This was being prepared to follow on from the West Northamptonshire 
Joint Plan.  Details to be confirmed.  There was government pressure for more housing.  Smaller 
villages had previously had little development.  Some may have an appetite for a little more 
development which would bring more life to them.  The 5 year land supply needed to be 
retained on a 3 month rolling basis.  Consultation on the Plan was set for June/July 2017. 

 

 iii)  Design Guide Consultation:  Ends 8th May 2017.  It was necessary to retain the character of 
this part of the county. 

 
 From the Floor: 
 i)  Land Bank:  Was this being held back by the cost of infrastructure projects? 
 Cllr Townsend:  Infrastructure was a key part of development. 

Towcester-2,800 new dwellings- Development frustrated by the need for a £30million by pass 
(A43-A5). 

 Brackley – 1,800 new dwellings.  Development had forged ahead. 
 The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) should harness infrastructure improvements to larger 

developments.  There was no planning gain for developments of fewer than 5 dwellings. 
 
 The Chairman thanked Cllr Townsend for his Report.  
 
A. Brackley New Healthcare Facility:  Cllr Caryl Billingham MBE, Vice Chairman, Brackley 

Hospital Trust: 
 

Cllr Billingham gave a verbal Report. 
 
Little had changed since 2017 but the Doctors expected to sign the ‘legals’ this week.  The 
project should then go out to tender.  It was anticipated the process will take 3 months with 
building start time one month later. It was hoped to open the Hospital at the end of 2019. 
 
Brackley Medical Practice met with Northamptonshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust who 
have offered support and experts in relation to funding raising.   It is thought that funds will be 
required to replace equipment in the equivalent, but enhanced, facilities of the old Brackley 
Cottage Hospital ‘Casualty’ Ward, to support the equipment needs of secondary Care Consultants 
who would like to provide out-patient clinics in Brackley and also to provide for facilities above 
the NHS basic provision for the NHS beds.  The NHS beds will be on the top floor. 
 
Help from surrounding villages is very much appreciated.  Croughton and other Councils have 
been very supportive in the past and the Trust hopes that such support will continue in the 
future.  The Charity Commissioners have been authorised to look after public funds on behalf of 
the Trust. 
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Billingham for her Report. 
 
The Annual Parish Assembly was adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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 -------------------------Interval for light Refreshments----------------------------------- 
  
 The Annual Parish Assembly re-commenced. 
 
9. Community Reports and Questions from the Floor: 
  
 9.1  Croughton All Saints C.E. Primary School:  Mrs Helen Goulder, Headteacher: 
 
 (Mrs Goulder spoke to her Report.  Copy held on file.) 
 
 The School continues to thrive and maintains its uniqueness.  Numbers of pupils on the roll have 
 increased year on year and there are currently 113 pupils in 4 classes at the School.   
 The PTA is working hard to improve the indoor and outdoor environments. 
 The School provides extra day facilities at Breakfast from 7.30 a.m. and After School until 6 p.m. 
 when food and activities are available for the children. 
 
 The Chairman thanked Mrs Goulder for her Report. 
 

9.2  Parish Footpaths Report:  Mrs Margaret Rings, Footpaths Warden: 
 
(Mrs Rings spoke to her Report.  Copy held on file.) 
 
Some paths require marking out, particularly as the growing season approaches, others are 

 already well marked. 
AF4: A great effort was made during the winter to clear the brambles from the bridleway from 

 Blenheim to Butchers Barn but it still remains narrow. 
AF9:  This path behind Croughton House has turned muddy. 
AF11: This path runs alongside the tennis court at the Village Hall and does become impassable 

 with weeds.  Mrs Rings recommended that once new fencing has been installed (as part of the 
 Play Park Project) that the path gets weed cleared on a regular basis. 

Replacing stiles with kissing gates would assist less mobile walkers. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mrs Rings for her Report. 
 
9.3  Croughton Playing Field & Village Hall:  Ms Kerry Gilbert: 
 
(Ms Gilbert spoke to her Report. Copy held on file.) 
 
i)  Croughton Playing Field and Village Hall:  Hire charges had been increased by £1 per hour.  

 The last increase was in 2013.  Ongoing maintenance costs. Several groups are regular users. 
The AGM will be held at 7.30 p.m. on 25th April 2018. 
 

ii)  Play Park Project: the target of £115,000 had been achieved.  An extra £5K was needed. 
Grants:  HS2 £38,000; Lottery £10,000; £26,000 
The Team was very thankful for the support it has received from the village. 
Improvements to the existing equipment were completed in 2017.   
The build will be completed by the end of May 2018. 
AF11: The fence will be replaced.  Saplings, stumps and a cherry tree growing along the fence 

 line will be taken out.  The gap near the stile will be closed off. 
Tennis court and goal posts will be refurbished and remarked. 
 
The Chairman thanked Ms Gilbert for her Report, with congratulations on the Play Park Project.  
 
Presentation of Cheque in the sum of £1,000 from Croughton Parish Council:  
Ms Gilbert accepted the cheque on behalf of the CPF&VH and the Play Park Project. 
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9.4  Croughton Cinema Club:  Mr Keith Gelder, Treasurer, Croughton Film Society: 
 
Mr Gelder gave a verbal report. 
 
8 films had been shown this year with one more scheduled for 4th May 2018.  Audiences came  

 from Croughton and Ayhno.  Generally there was good support. 
Films have been shown in the Parish Room for the last 3 years. Set up time is 15 mins. (in 

 contrast to 45 mins. Set up time for the Hall) 
A future project is for a Hearing aid. 
Members pay £3 per screening, non-members £5.  This has not changed for 10 years. 
Film licence:  £99.60. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Gelder for his Report. 
 
9.5  Newsletter ‘Croughton News’:  Mrs Georgina Lucas, Editor: 
 
(Mrs Lucas spoke to her Report. Copy held on file.) 
 
Request for photographs. 
The deadline for copy is 28th of the month preceding publication. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mrs Lucas for her Report. 
 
9.6  Other Written Reports:  
(Copies available at the Meeting.  Copies held on file.) 
9.6.1 Poor’s Allotment Trust: Rev. Simon Dommett 
9.6.2  Croughton All Saints Church:  Rev. Simon Dommett 
9.6.3  Brackley Neighbourhood Policing Team 
9.6.4  Painting and Drawing Class:  Mrs Kathleen Bartlett, Tutor 
9.6.5  Croughton WI:  Mrs Valerie Smith, President 
9.6.6  Portway Pocket Park History and Report:  Mr Stuart Lowen, Friends of Portway Pocket Park 
9.6.7 Croughton Wine Appreciation Group:  Ms Beccy Naylor:  Secretary 

 9.6.8  Croughton Pre-School:  Mrs Clare Shirley, Manager 
 

9.7  Questions: 
There were no Questions from the floor. 
 
 

 Chairman’s Closing Remarks: 
Cllr Forbes thanked everyone for attending, and for their interest in what the Parish Council 
does.  
Cllr Forbes thanked Members of the Parish Council for helping out during the evening. 
 
The Meeting closed at 9.40 p.m. 

 
 
 


