
Item 11.1 
 

Mill Lane Footbridge 

Following the mention in the September 2020 issue of Croughton News, there has been discussion and 
concern on Croughton Chat about the proposed plastic replacement footbridge.  It was suggested 
that one way to keep the existing bridge would be if people were willing to replace the chicken wire 
at no cost to the village as and when required.   

The Clerk notified Northants Highways of residents’ concerns and asked whether retaining the 
existing footbridge would be a viable proposition subject to the parish agreeing to replace the chicken 
wire at no cost to Northants Highways. 

The reply dated 24th September 2020 from the Bridge Inspection and Asset Management Team, 
Northants Highways was as follows: 

The County Council as the highway authority has a duty to ensure all assets are maintained; we have 
a right to maintain or improve assets in the most effective and efficient way. The replacement of the 
existing footbridge with a with a far more durable product, lasting 60 years, will mean little to no 
future maintenance. The non-slip surface should also be safer for users, especially as the footbridge 
is located adjacent to a ford and shaded by mature trees, allowing little opportunity for the bridge to 
dry out.  

The plastic element is only in the core of the bridge and uses old plastic bottles that are destined for 
recycling.  Recycling them within a footbridge that will last 60 years reduces the environmental 
impact while providing an improved asset and hence a benefit to the community.  

As I understand it, while residents are willing to replace the chicken wire at the moment, should 
there be an injury caused following the installation such as a trip, slip or fall, then who is liable? Does 
the Parish Council have the insurance to cover events like this?  Who will be tasked with deciding it is 
safe/unsafe? In addition, we use trained, competent and approved contractors to carry out our 
works, with suitable risk assessments and method statements. While the job is seemingly “simple”, 
should someone injury themselves when removing the wire or reinstating the new, again, who is 
liable?   

One resident was in favour of the footbridge being rebuilt with stones slabs and offered to donate 
one. This suggestion has not been brought to the attention of Northants Highways. 

 

 


